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To the Honorable 


JOHN. DORMER Eſq; 
A Member of 


PARLIAMENT. 


Worthy Sir, 

if Hough the manner of my Life and 
nature of my Studies doth lead me to 
| 8 affect a more then ordinary Retired 
F neſs and Privacy, yet I neither ansy 
| or ought tobe ſogreas a ranger to the paſſa- 
| ges of Providence amoneſt us, 4s not ia take 
notice what great things it hath pleaſed God of 
late to doe for this Nation ; if not by comms 
pleating our hopes, yet at leaſt by preventing 
our fears, and bring ing us within ſome nearer 
view of Settlement : Whileſt others there- 
fore are taken up with celebrating the CAu- 
thors, and magnifying the means of onr deli- 
werance: 1 have a little made it my buſineſſe 
to ſearch into the cauſe of our Dangcr ; which 
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The Epiſtle 


if once rightly ſtated, will be a dire&ion far 


our preſent Senators, to ſecurs themſelves a- 
gainſt that Rock, on which the Ship of the 
ComMMOnNWEALT H hath almoſt been 


ruined. CAnd herein there was noneed of 


' duy lone ſtudy ; for who does not ſee, that the 


zoo free wenting of all ſorts of Opinions , 
and that by all ſorts of men, how tenorant 
and unconcerned forever ,* wil, if not re- 
ſtrained, for ever keep us a Divided, and 
conſequently, make us au Unſetled 45 29 
*Amon?ſt- thoſe many Principles, which ave 
gow. lt looſe upon us, (to exerciſe the Faith 
And Patience of ths laſt Aze) there u none 
that 1 know of, which doth etcher more imme- 
diately conauce tothe ruine of all Ciwil Gos 


-vernment, or had a 2reater influence, in the 
pretences at leaſt , of the Actors, upon our 


daie unwarrantable Diſturbances , then this 
which I have here endeavored to confute. For 
let this once be granted, that our Saviour ts 4 
Temporal Pr:nce, andthai onely thiſe have 4 
riehi to Govern woo have by Faith an 1Inte- 
reſt in him, preſ'nily a door us opened 16 all 
.manucr of Rebellion ana Treaſon; nay, there 
can beno ſuch Crimes inthe World, if Relt- 

gion, 


—_—— 


Dedicatory? 

gion, and a deſign to advance our $Sdviours 
Kingdom, be once made the pretence to autho= 
rizethem. Indeed the conſequents are ſo fa- 
tall and horrid, and the remembrance of 
Munſter Affairs (which were atted 
by the ſame. ſpirit) ſo freſh, and re- 
cent, that it might almoſt ſeem needleſs to en- 
deavor any other confutation, then a bare re« 
lating of that Story. 

But Sir, that I may take here that liberty, 
which you have hitherto always indulged me, 
of ſpeaking my thoughts : 1 never yet looked 
pon that way of confuting au Error, which 
the Arminian Writers do uſually tread in, to 
be either Rational or Convincing ;, 1 mean, by 
arging the Inconveniences and ill Conſequrn- 
ces of the Doctrint we diſpute againſt : For it 
* one Queſtion, What is true? and another, 
What i convenient ! and after all thoſe Tra- 
gical Inferences, wherewith men ſeek to af+ 
fright unwary and unobſerving Readers , yet 
this will be ay eternal Axtiomec, That truth ws 
truth, let the conſequences be what they will 
and the more harſh and repugnant any Do-: 
farint, if plainly revealed, ſcems unto Natu-: 
rall Reaſon, the greater is our Fait), and the. 
AZ more 
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The Epiſtle 
wore fignall our Obedience, if we notwithſiaw- 
ding do ſubmit unto and embrace it. [n P - 
 ſecution therefore of thu Deſign (which 1 have 
laid down to my ſelf, as the onely ſatufattory | 
way of deciding all Controverſies in Divinity) 
T have not inquired ſo much how dangerous, or 
how a:ftruttive and ruinous the contrary Dos 
drine is, as how it is written; -and ſo have 
proceedea by dirett proof, to ſhew that their Opt» 
nion who would have Soveratgnty founded upon 
that bottom, is atterly unſcriptural ; for that it 
& wnreaſonable, I think none makes any que- 
ton. And therefore I hope this Treatiſe may 
be uſeful for thoſe who erre, not knowing the 
Scriptures, and following the ſound of words, 
have not leiſure, nor perhaps ability, tolook in- 
to the ſenſe of them. Had ! conſulted my own 
credit, I might have made this Diſcourſe more 
planſible, by filling up my Pages withthe Aus 
tharity of ancient Writers z but I purpoſely for - 
bore, both becauſe thoſe, for whoſe (akes 1 main- 
ly pabl: ſb 1t, are not acquainted with any thing 
of Chr1jtianity, more ihen thetr Engliſh Bibles 
as inſtruit them in and likewiſe becauſe 1 
thought 1t needleſs, having ſo much of Divine 
Amuhbority for my Text, to croud bumane Tefti- 
monies 
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Dedicatory- 
monies into the Margin, ſince ſuch mixtures 


doe uſually make 4 good Cauſe ſuſpected. 
Sir, Whatever it s, 1 humbly preſent it to 


| you, 4nd doubt not, how rude and inartificial 


ſoever it ſeems, but it will finae entertainment 
among thoſe who love ſeaſonable Truths, if you 
pleaſe firſt to honor it with your Acceptance - 
Whoſe Piety , Prudence , Integrity, and Zeal 
for your Countrys Liberty and Welf are, have 4s 
much aa you in the Eſteem and Fudee- 
ment of all ſober and unprejudiced men, as your 
many perſonal Favours in the Heart and Afs+ 


| fectrons , of, 


Worthy Sir, 
, 
Ch: Ch: Jan. 26. Your moſt obliged, and 
I659. moſt humbly deyored 
Servant, 


E aw: Baoſhaw. 


SAINITISHIP 


No ground of 


SOV ERAIGNTY, 


Nrtending to prove out 
of Scripture that the 
Saints ought not. to 
governe theearth, in 
that ſenſe which is 

now by ſome contended for, I ſhall 

take for the ground of my diſcourſe 
thoſe words of our Saviour to Pzlate, 
when he ſaid, My kingdom is not of 
this world, which words are very con- 
derable, whether we regard. the 
Perſon who, the Time when, or 
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the Manner how they were ſpoken. 
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1 Tim, 6, 
13. 


Marc.1s 
5. 


2 Saintſhiþ no ground 

I. For the Perſon who ſpoke 
them, it was noteſle then'6ur Savi- 
our Chriſt, each of whoſe ſpeeches, 
how occaſionall ſoever, ought to be 
ngco us ſo many Precepts and Obli- 
gations to Duty. 

2. For the Time when they 
were (ſpoken, it was juſt-chen when he 
was taking his leave of Earth, that 
he witneſſed before Pilate a good con- 
feſfion, of u hich, this Aſſertion is the 
Sreateſt Part: fo that if the words of 
dying men do ule to make the grea- 
reſt impreſſions, then ought thele of 
our Saviour, even upon that account, 
to quicken our Attention. 

Laſtly, for the Manner how they 
were ſpoken, it was not only after a 
Reſolved and feemingly Odbſtinate 
filence, in ſo mnch as the Governour 
marveled, but in dire& Anſwer to 
P:{ate's Queſtion, who was very de- 
firous to know, wherher our Saviour 
was King or not; ſo that our Saviour's 


Purpoſed and Pofirive difavowing | 


any Temporall or Earthly | Kmng- 
dome, 


'Of Soveraienty, 3 ef 
dome; his redoubling this Aſſertion 
in the following part of the verſe, 
» | My Kingdome u not from hence; his 
e | repeating and infiſting upon it againe 
- | inthe next verle, as a bearine witneſſe 
to the Truth, ought to convince us 
y | that our Saviour was in earneſt, and 
e | therefore the matter is very Conkt1- 
t | derable. | 
- | If therefore weputall this toge- 
e | ther, viz. the Authority of the Per- 
ff | ſon, the me of the time,. joy- 
a- | ned with thole Vehement and Reite- 
of | rated Circumſtances , wherewith 
t, | theſe words are Accompanied, we 
may from thence conclude, that they 
ey | containe in them a lefſon, of more 
ra | thenordinary concernment to us. 
re For the more Full and cleare un- 
wr | derſtanding of them, we muſt have 
tO | recourſe to one of the toregoing 
3e- | Chapters, where we find that the 
Mr | cheefe Prieſts and Phariſees, being in- 
I's | formed of our Saviours Miracles, 
and of that great Reſort of Follow- 
ers unto him, (which were enough 
2 at 


7ub.rt. 47 
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A Saintſhip no ground 
at any time, if micheivouſly inclined 
roraile a Commotion in the State, ) 
upon this they preſently called a 
> rode giant ng to the Greeks, 
a Sanhedrim. which was the Supreme 
and Higheſt Court of Judicature a- 
mong them, and unto which, it Fo- 
ſephus coth rightly 1nforme us, even 
their Kings were Accountable. Here 
being convened they fall to debate 
about the beſt Expedient, how to 
cut aur Saviour off, tor fear their to- 
lerating one, who was Publickly voi- 
ced for King, and ſo ſtiled likewiſe 


% WW" by himſelte, (though 1n a far other 


ſenſe then they interpreted it) might 
be conſtrued by the Roxanes (to 
whom the Fewes were at that time 
Tributaries) as a celigne to ſhake off 
their Yoke , and thereby provoke 
them to an utter excirpation of the 
Jewiſh Policy , which untill then, 
notwithſtanding their Conquelt , 

they had in oreat meaſure preſerved 
Entire. Thus theretpre we find them 
Argue, If we let him alone, all " 
w1 
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will believe on him, and the Romanes »v. 48. 


will come, and take away our Place and 
Nation. | 

To this Infinuation, which ſee- 
med to conclude their Neceflity of 
our Saviour's Death, Caiphas addes 
fomething, by which he endeavors 
to prove that Unjuſt Attempr to be 
not only Neceſſary, but very Plwft- 
ble too, and therefore he pleads Salus 
_ the Publick Good 1s urged to 
palliatethis execrable Murther: Yos, 
ſaith he, know nothing at all, neither 
conſider that it is expedient one man 
ſhould aye for the People, that the Na- 
tion periſh not: -- as if he had ſaid, 
Youare very Weake and Unskiltull 
Policicians to bog2le at ſuch a Caſe 


| as this, and to debate thus long upon 


2 matter of {o eaſte ſolution; for 
Right ot Wrong the Publick Safcty 
mult be provided for; and it 1s a 
great Folly and want of Foreſight to 
preferre one man's life, how Innocent 
loever, before a Nations Welfare. 
In which wicked'ſpeech, though Ca- 

B 3 iphes 


« fa, 


Rom, 3. 8, 


es 


6 S aint ſhip no ground 
iphas did by God's appointment 
Prophetically toretell that great good 
which would redound to the World by 
our Saviour's Death, yet as to his 
own Intention, he meant no more 
then a Juſtitying of that Accurled, | 
and, in the Apoſtle Paul's ſenle, ac- 
counted Damnable Maxime, viz. | 
That we may do Evill, that Good may 
come thereof , which Tenet, where- 
ever it 15 allented to, will be the Mo- 
ther of thoſe Miichiets which men 
have either Felt or Feared: Iam ſure 
it fo far prevailed with that Juncto 
of Senators, that the Text faith 
From that Time they took Connſell, 
how to put him, 1. e. Our Saviour, to 
Death, 

Our Saviour's Death being thus 
agreed on by the Phariſces, and in 
their deep Policy reſolved to be Ne- 
ceſſary in reipec of the Romares, and 
very Aavantzgeous too in reterence 
to the Fewce; the Contrivers make 
no long Delay, but what they had 


þetore fo unjuſtly concluded a 
n 


. of Sover atgity. ” 
fnd them preſently after as cruelly 
execute. For having by tneir own 
Authority apprehended our Saviour, 
and being, it ſeemes debarred to judg 
of Capitall Cauſes within them- 
ſelves, (it « not, ſay they to Pilgte, \ 
lawfull for us to put ouy Man to 
Death) they hale him before Plate 
the Romaye Pratect, and there with 
Loud Clamorous Outcries demand 
Juſtice againſt him, Bur leſt cher 
Nolle thould not prevaile with 2 
Romane, and therein, {o far as rela- 
ted to the Fewiſh Aﬀeaures, an Uncon- 
cerned. and Ditpaſhonate Judge, 
with a Formal! ſtory in cheir Mouths, 
diſguiting che Malice of their Hearts, 
they Article agaiait him, as a Malef a 


our, 1 e, according to the Impor- «227%%: 


tance of the Greek word, a ſcaitious 
Perſon, a Diſturber of the State, 1 
Subverter of Government, an Entm 
of Ceſar, an Ambitions Aﬀecter to be 
in Fad, as well z5s inTitle, King 0 
the Jewes; which Falſe and [candalous 
Charge we have jnſtuuated by Fan, 
ut 


— 


$ Sainiſhyp no groud 
<,:; .2, but-is at Jarge' expreſſed by. Zuke, 
we found, (ay they, this fellow perver- 
: ting the Nation , and forbidding to 
give Tribute unto Ceſar, ſaying, that 

he himſelfe i Chriſt a King. 

Pilate hearing this Acculation, 
which, 1t True, ſtrook ſoimmediare- 
lyat C eſar s power; and theGravity 
and (eeming S: anRity otour Saviours | 
Accuſers, would not let him fuſpect 
it to be Falle, he therefore, waving. 
all. other {uggeſtions, haſtily askes 
our Saviour, whether he was King 

'. 33- ornot, Art thou, {ayes he, the King 
of the Fewes? To which Queſtion 
ew. Saviour returnes an Anſwer in |: 
the words I have already alleaged, 
wherein he intimates that he-was in- 
deed a King, and that he had a King-' 
dome; but that his Kingdome was of 
ſuch a Nature, as Plate need not be 
Jealous of, nor apprehend any dan- 
ger from it; as ifit were intended to 
entertere or Juſtle with Cefar's So- 
veraignty; for, ſaith he,my Kingdome | 
25 not of this Word, As if hehad — 
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Of Soveraignty: © 9 
I am indeed a Kings, and I have a 
Kinedome, but you need not fear any 
Diſturbance to your Secular Inte- 
reſts, by ſ(erting up ofmy Kinzdome 
amongſt you, for though it be z» the 
World, \t is not of the world, nor hath 
any Commerce or Society , either 
with the Power or Policy thereot, 

This being the Plaine and Dire& 
meaning of our Saviour's words, I 
thall briefly explaine what Kingdome 
it 1s that our Saviour meanes, when 
he ſates, my Kinzdome, &c. 

[ find 1n Scripture that our Savi- 
our is called a Kine upon a four-fold 
account, 

1. By Power. Thus he is King 
of the World, and hath aſoveraign- 
ty Paramount, being one God with ©" 
the Father, and the ſama, Power, 
by which he made theWorldhe daily 
exerts for the continuing and preſer- 
vIng of it. 

2. By Birth: thus he was King 
of the Jewes, being Heire apparent 
tothe Crown, and lineally Ro 

e 


<-> - 


TO FSaluitſhip no ground, 

ded from David, in whom the Kings 
dom was veſted witha promiſe of 1ts 
perpetuity ; from him, according to 
the fleſh, our Saviour came, and there- 
fore had a Star to adorn and declare 
bis Nativity ; God herein ſeeming to 
comply with the Opintans of thole, 
who think the Heavens are more 
then ordinarily concerned in the At- 
fairs of Princes, and theretore ſtrange 
Appearances, and unuiual Comets 
do attend both their bixth.and death, 
For nothing elſe, for ought we know, 
but the Prodigy of thar Blazing Star 
(without any more immediate 1In- 
flint) didexcite the curtofity of the 
Eaſtern CA agi, to go end fee that 
Perſon, whote Nativity was in fo 
wonderful a manner celebrated ; 
Where s,lay they he that # born Kine 
of the Fews ? for we have ſeen by 
Star in the Eaft : i. We have deſcryed 
a Star of #n unuſual Alpect, but yer 
{uchan one, as, according to the rules 
of our Arr, diſcovers that a Prince is 
born in Fudee , and we are come 
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bur: C r! cir comin 24 tH 1 ref20 nſe of the Dey 1s, UPUn their do- 


ing their Rites of Conjurari on : bur 1 cunceive the opinion, L 
mention, 'S more prohavic. 


3. By depgnation and appointment 
of bis Father : Thus our Saviour 
Chi: is King of all che Heathen, ac. 
corduig to that Propheſte of Facob, 
Wr'n 'Sh; loy comes, unto him hatl 
1,” the obedience or - gathering of the 
Gentiles b:: And many Preditions 
there are of the ime imyortance , 
which it chey are to be meant of eve- 
ry Indrvidual Heathen (and not rather 
fignifie chat che Heathen thall not be 
excluded from being reckoned 4- 
monglt our Siviours {ubjects, now in 
times of Chriſtianity) we have no 
ground from Scripture to expect that 
they ſhall be aftually accomplithed 
until our S:viours fecond coming, at 
which time the Sglars ſhall reign "with 
him : Which is che meaning ot that 
promiſe of our Saviours, He that 0+ 
wercomes, \ all dificulties, and keeps 
my 


b & Sarntſhip no ground 

my words unto the end, 1, perieveres in 
the Chriſtian Faich, 7 will 21ve him 
power over the Heathen, &c, even as I 
have receired of my Father, 1 Here- 
after, he thall reign with me, not in 
this lite, but when he hath exchanged 
this far a better. 

Laſtly, By Pad or Covenant : thus 
our Saviour 1s King of B:lievers one- 
ly z as a Peince he gives us Laws, in- 
vites us w:th Rewards, deters us by 
Puniſhments, and hath left nothing 

unulayed, which may either per (wade 
or eniNice 0d2dtence; governing of 
his People by his Word an4 Spirit, 
unto a complyance with his com- 
mands ; and this Dominion he will 
always exerciſe to ths Worlds end. 
Of which inward, inviſible Kingdom 
it 15, that our Saviour is to be under - 

ſtood, whea he (aith, ty kingdom is 
not of this world, 1. not a Political, Vi- 
{1ble, and earthly "Re. 

From all that hath been (aid, T infer 
this Concluiton, That if Chriſt king - 
dom be not of this world, there is none 
. (4Nz 
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' Of Soveratenty» I; 
can, upon the account of their antereſt 
in Chriſt, plead any Right or Title unto 
earthly Soveraienty: or more briefly 
thus, That inward Saintjbip is not 4 
ground of outward Empire. 

This colle&ion which I make is 
very eaſte and natural, for 1t our Sa- 
viour did ditclaim all earthly Jurit- 


diction in himlie!t, chen (ure none can, 


upon precence of their intereſt in him, 
put in their Plea for it - If our Savi- 
our, as he lived an humble, ſelt-deny- 
ing l:te, ſo dved in an utter abhor- 
rence of temporal Soveraignty ; and 
{ſpent thoſe tew latt words he vouch- 
ſated to utter, 1 a direct denyal of 


worldly greatne(s : then certainiy his 


example weltghs little w:th us, and his 
lateſt breath was ſpentin vain, it we, 

pon a Chriſtian account, itil affect 
Empire, or make our Religion the 
way to outward preterment.It 15 our 
S4v1iours own reaigning,und bottom- 
ed upon the inilterable nIture of 
things, that the ſervant is not greater 
then his maſter : It theretore our Ma- 


ſter 


Therfts, 


' 
' 
| 
: 


I4 Saintſhip no ground 
fter would not be called Lord, cer- 
cainly the ſervants ought not to de- 
fire it; it Chriſt re tuſed Empire, 
with what tace can Chriſt ggs ambiti- 
on it? or how can they call them- 
{elves Saints, and yet teek to be ad. 
vanced in power avove their Savi- 
Our * 

Now though the bare authority of 
our Saviour might alone {erve to con- 
vince thoſe that are Chriſtians in- 
deed {for to far as they re luch, they 
are to be imitators of Chriſt, yet be- 
caulz the matter is of ſo much weight, 
and hath ot late been too unhappily 
diſputed, I ſhall theretore enceavour 
more at large to demonſtrate it, trom 
a two Heads of Ar ouments. 

. From the nature "of Civil Go- 
vernment in general, 

2. From the nature of Chriſtian 
Relig:onin particular. 

Firſt, That Saintſhip 1s not the 
ground of Soveratgnty, appears trom 
the nature of Civil Government 1n | 
general - tor this belongs to men, 
NOT 


blance which the ſoul of man hath to 


Bf Severaienty: © If 
25 they 'are Chriſtians, but as they 
are men; and is a conſequent, not of 


| our ſpiritual, bur of our naturall 


Birth. 

To clear up this, I ſhall not unra- 
vcl the whole Myſtery of Policy, as 
{ome to0 unwarily, (1f not deſtgn- 
edly) do, who lay down {uch Princi- 
ples ot Politicks, as give juſt occaft- 
on to make their Religion ſuſpe&ted: 
I ſhall theretore inſiſt onely upon 
thoſe Grounds which the Scripture 
affords, onely thoſe being ſufficient 
0 convince 2 gainſaying, or to fatiſ- 
he a ſcrupling conſcience. And to 
begin with the firſt Original of man, 
we finde, when God made man, 1t is 


ſaid, that n the Image? of God created Gen.142h. 


he him, and thereupon bleſſed bim, 
and gave him dominion over the Crea- 
tures . Now there is a twotold Image 
of God, Supernatural, and Natural : 
Supernatural, I call thoſe impreſſions 
of Sanity and Holineſs, which are 
now loſt - Natural, is that reſem- 


the 


16 Saintſblp no ground 
the nature of God, as to its being and 
operation: wiz. As God is.a Spirit 
Immortal, Inviſible, 2c. ſo the ſoul 
of man 1s of a Spirituall, Immorrtall, 
Invitble nature; which 1mage yet 
remains entirein the worſt of men : 
Ot this Image it 1s that God ſpeaks, 
when he forbids Murther, Who ſq 


G:0.9 6. ſheddeth mans blood, [aith he, by him 


ſhall mans blood be ſhed, becauſe 1n the 
image of Gad created he man, i. &. he 
put a Spirit of lite and underſtanding 
into him, the conſideration of which 
inv2luable Jewel within, ought to 
make us prelerve the Casket withour, 
7, e, the Body, {ſacred and inviola- 
ble. 

Which of theſe two Images it is 
taat external Dominion over the 
Creature belongs to, is clear out of 
the tame Chapter, where God renews 
his grant to all the Sons of Noah: 
The fear of you, (aith he, and the dread 
of you , fall upon every beaſt of the 
earth, &C, into your hand, 4. e. power 
to diſpoſe of as you pleaſe, are " 
4 
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delivered: In which general grant, 
thereare'none of the ſons of men ex- 
cluded, becaute it 4s 4 Birth-privi- 
ledee. and protane Cham had upon 
that (core as large 2 thare in, and as 
true title to the tree ule of all out- 
ward things, as any of his more Re- * 
:gious Brethren. 

"This. is that Civil Right which A- 
braham 2cknowledged in the King of 
Sodom, (and what kinde of abormn- 

able {1nners the Sodomutes were,l need 
fot mention) when be retuled to be 
enriched by bim ;, 1 w:l{ not, (athhe, Gen 14.25 
take any thirs of thine; by which 
word Thine, he owns that the King of 
Sodom had a True, Legal Propriety, 
even inthole 900ds, which Abraham 
might have challenged as the Fruits 
of his Victory: This Right atter- 
wards Abrahim contelled ro be In Gen.x1.25 
Abimelech, when he made a League 
with him not co hurt or injure him, 2. 
not to Ceprive lum ot any thing which 


| was his. But moſt of all this appears 


in the bargain and fale which Abra- v2 23, 
\® ham 
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ham made with the Sons of Heth ; 
when Abraham, though by Gods ib- 
folute grant, the undoubted heir of 
all rhe Landof C anaan, yer the time 

tor the accompliſhment ot that pro- 
miſe not being yet come, he refuſed 
to receive the Cave of Macpelah,to | 

make uſe of it tor a burying place, un- | | 

til he had paid a valuable conſtderart- | | 

on in money for it. 

- Oh. > 2a ſhall here objedt that | | 
Abraham at that time wanted power to | \ 

make good his claim, and therefore was || 
content to buy, what atherwife he might || 

have forced. 4 

Arſ. The vanity and falſhood (I |b 

will adde too, the impiety) of this | 
Plea appems from hence, in that we | It 
finde Datid 2fterwards uſing the ve- |d 

ry ſame terms of obſervance and re- |Þ 

2 dan. 21, [+ & unto Araunah a Febuſite, one [#4 
neither of the Cime Nation nor Reit- 

oton W:th himſelf: Which inſtance |?- 
terves very much to clear the queſtion |& 

in h:nd, tor David was not onely 2 (4 
Saint by priviledge (if that fignified 

any 
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any-thivg to give 2 right) but a King 
by pawer, and might have torced it : 
nay, he waz commanded by God, to 
make ule of that yery place to {acriy 
fice in, and therefore might have pre» 
tended anin{piration tq juſtifie his vi- 
olent \eizure; and belides, to make 
the matter alittle more fair and plau- 
ft>le, he, whom David dealt with, 
was an Heathen, and for aughe we 
know, an Idolater : Yet all thele ad- 
vantages did not make David fwerve 
trom the Rules of common Juſtice, 
bur up he went with 211 his Retinue to 
Aravunah, ina fuppliant poſture, that 
he miebt buy bs threſhing floor : And 
when Aravwnah trankly offered to give 
it him, the Spirit of God hath recar - 
dedir, not 4san act of Juſtice in him, 
bur of Royal Bounty : Araunah, 4 . 
a king, gave unto the Kine. 

Obj, 1t uſeth to be wraed agaru fi 
this, that the liraelites, which were 
Goas People, aid dcſtray the Canaanites, 
and ipberit their Land, 

Anſw, But tbe Anſwer is eafig, 

7 That 
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That as God did not chooſe them ro 
be his people, becauſe they were more 
holy then others, but meerly becauſe 
hehad ſer his heart upon them. SO 
neither did he give them the Land of 
Canaan, upon the account of thelr 
Saintſhip, bur onely to make good 
his promite unto Abraham, and by 
their hznds to avenge himielt ot the 
Canaanitcs, whole imquitys were then 
tull and ripe tor Vengeance. 

This reaſon is exvrefly given by 


5 Moſes bimiclt, Not for thy riehteouſ- 


eſs, faith he. oy for the uprightneſs of 
thy heart, dot thou g0 to poſſeſs therr 
Laxa':; but for the bat of theſe 


nations. the Lord thy God doth drive}? 


them cut from before thee, and that ht 
may perform {ho word which the Lord 
ſware untothy Fathers. God indeed 1s 
the ore..t Proprietor of all things, but 
yet he tath even the Earth, without 
Gittincticn, to ali the Sons of Men; 
onely re{e&1 ving to li mlelt this Righr, 
That wi.cn they do ingratefully abuſe 
his g:tr, he doth always cifrofietle 
them, 


[—_— 
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theff, -anc! give their inheritance unto 
others:but though this be the method 
of Gods Judgements, yet it doth 
not excuſe any people trom a tran- 
{cendent Cr.ine, who tike upon them 
to be the executors of Gods Decrees 
againſt the w:cked. Foſhuah theretore, 
whileſt he was in the hotteſt purſuic 
ot that promited Pofſefſion , never 
pleaded 2ny thing to juſtife his act - 

ings, but the particular command of 
God ,who bad him go and acjtroy thoſe 
Nation: : this one MACE 2T a PouS 
War, which other wile would have 
been nothing elſe our a publick Rod- 
bery : We hnde alio,that when God, 

2S the fupream Dilpoter, gave to the 
I{raelites the Laniot Canaan, he, at 
the lame time, exprefly torbids rhem 
tomecaule wth the Land of tne chul- 
aren of Ammon: but hidrelation 
to Uod given them 21% right, that 


[Land would bve equ ly belonged 


i» them with tie aches : When thou 1... .« 


comeſt, faith he, aih wito the chil- 17. 


dren of Ammon , 4:ſtreſs them not, 
3 nor 


% x * 4 
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nor medale with them, for 1 wilt not 
give thee of the Land of the chilarey 
of Ammon any poſſrſsion, becauſe 7 
have given it unto the children of Lot 
for a poſſeſſion, Where we tee the chul - 
dren ot Lot, though Iydolatrous, yet 
were not to be diſturbed in their pot- 
ſeſſion, becauſe the lime God who 
ſaid to the children of /ſrael, Goe, Poſ- 


ſefſe Canaan, ſeid to the Children ot 


Lot, Goe, Poſſeſs the Land of Ammon. 
Whereby, as to their civ:] Claims, 
and temporal Rights, Gou makes ny 
diſtinction berw:xt the one, though 
his own peculiar, and the other, 
though a protane and Icolatrous 
people. 

Bur if Heathen unregenerate men 
have, upon the account of their be. 
ing men, a Title to other things, then 
certainly ro Dominion much more ; 
which t{erves onely to tecure Our 0- 
ther Priviledges, and 1s, 1t rightly 
ſtared, nothing elſe but 2 conſequent 
ot Propriety, 

I ſhall cherefore conclude this firſt 

Argu- 
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Argument, which I chiak abundancly 
convincing, with that remarkable 
Controverſie between God and the 
Jews, concerning their obedience to 
Nebuchadnezzar. The Jews, though 


. undouvted poſleſlors of Canaan, yet 


after they were by Nebuchaancezzar 
conquered , and, to preſerve ſome 
little remains ot Liberty and Lively- 
hood, had taken an Oach ot Fealty 
and Ailegiance to him ; we fide, up- 
on {one reaſon of State, they were 
preſently induced to break it, and 
God as ſpeedily threatens to avenge 


it ſeverely upon them, The {ad con- x; 1, 


dition of that Oath, how it was a 
Covenant only to enl{lave themlelves 
and their Poſterity tor ever, God 
himſe!t doth declare, thereby to pre- 


vent their Objection : The King of » :3 14. 


Babylon, (aith he, hath taken of the 
Kings ſeed, 1. Leickiah, and made 4 
Covenant with him, and taken an oath 
of him, that the Kingdom might be 
baſe, that it mght not lift ut ſeif uÞ> 
3. e, that it might tor ever quit the 


C 4 pre- 
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pretence of being a Free People, and 
treckle under the-Dominton of the 
Chaldeans : This Yoke, then which 
nothing can be more in{upportable, 
and to which the Jews had been ſo 


long unaccuſtymed, they Preleatly 
thaok off; for ir follows in the next 


Verle, But he, i. Ledexuh, rebelled, 


with what (uccels, we have too much 
reaſon 1n this Nation to read and 


. Ar-rremble ® - Sccrz; 74 e acſpiſe d the oath, 


> by "2:7 ie the Covenant, when loe, 
he- had eiven his hand (t. with hands 
 lifred up, had folemnly ratihed it) he 
ſhall not eſcape : Therefore, as I live, 
ſaith the Lord, my Covenant which he 


hath broken, and my Oath which -he 


hath deſpiſed, wil I recompenſe npon 
his own hrad: From which lad place, 
others perhaps will craw other infe- 
rences, bur I tha!l col}cRt one1y thele 
three tings. 

1, Thar in every Oath God 1s a 
Party, 2nd will be ture to punith the 
violater of it; though mcn may break 
their Oathes, with as much eale 2s 
Samſon 
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Samſon cid his Withs , yer God will 
be ſure to keep his,and he hath (worn 
to Puniſh , 

2. Whenoncea man hath {worne, 
he cannot reſume 22aine that nzturall 
Liberty , which he was before poſle(- 
{ed of, becauſe by his owne voluntary 
Act he hath deveſted himtelte ot ic, 
and thereby bound himlelte over to 
Divine vengeance, it he do not per- 
torme the Concition ot his Cove- 
nant . 

Laſtly, if the Tewes , who had (9 
much to plead tor themſelves, both 
upon a Civil and Religious Account, 
as being not onely a Free, but like- 
wile a Godly People,might yer paile 
away their whole Liberty unto an 
Heathen Prince , an« by vertue of 
their Oath be devarrea tor ever trom 
torceable ſeeking a Re-cnveſticure ; 
but were obliged, not onely to (ub- 
mit unto him as their Conquerour, 
but atter Fuith given, to obey bum 
25 their Soveraigne ; 1t I ſay, the Caſe 

ſtood thus with chem , then certainly 
no 
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no Pretence of S1nctitie can ab{olye 
us now trom ſuch Ties ot Obedience, 
in the Tunes of the Goſpel z; which 
doth as farre traniceni the Jewilh 
Policie in Peaceablenefle of Diſpolt- 
tion, aS 1n Purity ot Doctrine, the e- 
fore, 

Secondly, that Saintſhip is not the 
ground of Sover2ignty will yet tar- 
ther appeare from the Nature of 
Chriſtian Rehigion in particular,whe- 
ther we reſpe&t, 1. Its Precepts. 
2. Its Promites. 3. The manner of 
propagating it. 4. The Practiſe 
of theApotties,an\ oucher Protetiours 
10 che pureſt and moſt Prumitive 
Times, 

Firſt , This appeares from Gol- 
pell Precepts : tor there is nothin? 
more frequently or vehemently m- 
joyned by ow Saviour, then ſelfe d:- 
nyait , The command coth not run, 
Mat:16.:4 Take a Kingdome, but, Take up your 

Croſſe and follow me. Learne of mt, 
{aith our Saviour , he doch not adae; | 
For this 1s the way to Honour , for I 

ca 
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can Point you out a Path to Prefer- 
ment, bur Learn of me, for I am, _. .. 
meete and Lowly. j. I have equalled 
my (eltero che meanelſt of the ſons of 
men, I have not whcre to lay my 
head, and am fo little defirons of 
worldly Greatneſs, that I have vo- 
luntarily deveſted my ſelte of a great- 

er Royalty, then the world can 
comprehend; and all this I have done, 

to ſhow you a Patterne of Humuity. 
Therefore when the Diſciple, ( who 
before our Saviours Reſurreion, 

dd as much miſtake the me1ning ot 

his Kingdome, as ſome amongſt us 

now do) did contend among(t cthem- 
lelves who thould be greateſt, how 
ſharply doth our Saviour reprehend 

this Ambitious ſtrife ? Ez» ww Eaps's Mat:18.3. 
If you be not turned, i, quite chang- 

ev, 2S 1t were, Into another Nature, 

and become as little Children, 8 care- 

leſs and tecure ot greatneſs, as little 
{welled and leavened with Ambition, 
you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kino- 

dome of Heaven : whereby the King- 
dome 


” 
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dome of Heaven: whether we under- 
ſtand Grace or Glory , whether it 
meanes Inir!all or Compleat Happi- 
nel/e, it1-a!l one to the Queſtion in 
hind, tor it Cearly proves, thit to 
attect Temporal! | Greatneſſeand Pro- 
:0t10N, 1s utterly tnconliſtent either 
with holindle here,or with our hopes 
hereatter. I nee not multiply more 
Texts, tor the whole deſ:2ne of the 
Goſvell 1s aimed at n' >thing elſe, but 
to lev.ll, and lower our Þ houghts 
unt:) the ſize of our SaVviours Mmeenr- 
nefle, to beat gown the tumour and 
{welling, and agitation oft our Spirits 
'n reference to w OArialy things,to em- 
PLY < 2904 devell OUT (0UES It all that 
wind of Ambition, wherewith poore 
Nicrabie men, Who have no Þ<tter 
Hopes, are conftuntiy tofſe and per- 
plexed. Anu the reatun for a S 1S 
Uninwerable, tor, if, as cur S.:viour 
t1itn {tzredit, Nene can ſerve God and 
M41mmoi,Uen none Cn terve GU, & 
Honour , we cannct le ve God, and 
gainC  NAgdomMe; much lefle are we 
LQ 
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to make one, prepare the way for the 
other : tor this would be to invert the 
Intent of the Goſpell , and makeir 4 
tetter up of whit it was principally 
a!{covered to neat downe; whereby 1t 
would become nothing elie, but a 
Ladder tor Ambition to chmDe by. 

Secondly , This appeares likewiſe 
from Goipell Promiles ; for thete as 
rhey are conſtantly annexed: to the 
Pyore, the Humble, the Nortined, 
the lelte denying Chriſtian , {9 they 
are alwaves about {uch things, as are 
moſt remote and ciitant from Tem: 
poral] Enjoyments Bleſſed, faith our 


Sav:our, are the poore in ſpirit, ne 
doth not adde, tor theirs thill bes. 


the Kingdome ot Exrth. | but, Tours 
is the Kinodom?: of Heaven. ACCor- 
cing to che Analogite of which Pro- 
miles, muſt chit Text be unerſtoge, 


which while they tixe oneiy uvon 


the Licerall meainnz, nzth celucdel 


to many. Bc 4 420 the AL Leek, for 


they ſhall Inherit ine Earth. 1.+ys'; 
illum Terram. T hat Farth, winch was 


Proimiuc. 


(L1.g. 
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promiſed in a Type, and is Figura» 


tively Heaven, as the Author to the 
Hebrewes hath <legantly proved, 


\ Heb:11.13 


wy other in the N. T., can beunderſtood 


abſolutely of any outward and Earth- 
ly Happinetle, is cleare, becaule all 
that we Chriſtians can certainly & x- 
pect in this world, by virtue of a 
Juh:16.33 Promite, 1s one]ly Aﬀii@ttons. 12 the 
FYYorld, (ith our Saviour to his Di. 
ſciples, and therein to all who will 
be like them, you [Þ.1ll have Tribulati- 
on: this was the laſt Legacy he letr 
2Im:3.12 them, and theretore, faith he, ye ſha{ 
have it, reſt ye as certaine of it, 
as of your Inheritance or Patrimony. 
And the Apoſtle, who very well un- 
derſtood our S2viour's meaning, lates 
it down as a Fundamentrall in Religi- 
on, All that will ive Godly in Chriſt, 
muſt ſuffer Perſecution; they mult 
ſuffer, there 1s no avoiding 1t- For 
his Fatall artendance of Perſecution 
upon Piety it 1s, that our Saviour 
hath provided us ſo many Cordialls 
and 


For that neither char place, nor any 


”F _==_ © ET Rp RF HT” ME wa re” mm OUR on = OE nn Ee RR SI, 


a 


_ = WY On” ot wm 3 


ww TY vv as y 


LL Fs bu » as 


So MA 1 w T1 OT 


Of Soveraignty: JT 

and Comfortable Receipts in Scai- 

pture, 2s when he bids us torejotce, 
and be exceearms glad: nay mwwerim, to ens, 
Skip and dance for Foy, when ſuch 
Afflictions do moſt beſet us; tor they 

are evidences of our Sonthip, and at- 

ſured f1gnes thar God hath a Care of 

us: all which Expreflions would 

have been very vaine and uteleſle, if 

ever Religion ſhould be abuſed to 

thoſe Ends, that the (ſuffering 

might become the Aﬀicting Party, 

ita Chriſtian could not only exempt 
timſelte trom Injuries, but returne 

chem upon others, and challenge Au- 

cthority here, as a Reward of his Pte- 

ty. For this would not only deprive 

as of the Priviledge (lo the Apoſtles 
counted it ) of Martyrdome , bur 

would have none fit to be Perſecured, 

but onely the Wicked; and this is 

an Honour, which 1 hope no true 
Chriſtian bur envies them. *Tury ice 

e(>-, To you, laith the Apoltle,zt & gi- 

{ ven of grace, not ozly to believe on * + 1.15 
Chriſt, but likewiſe to ſuffer for his 


N 4 me . 
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Name. We are miſtaken, whilſt we 
{0 much dread Atfii&tion: for it is not 
2 Judgment, no nor an Evill neither 
ro luffer, but yauetrru: ny 4 Gift, a Pecult- 
ar Boone, a choice Inculgence of God 
unto his Favourites. So the Apo- 
ſtle Pcter bids thole he writes to not 
ve allcouraged, or count it ſtrange, 
"it the Fiery Tryall bad its effe& upon 
.. them, as well as upon others; for, 
faith he, unto this were ye called: as If 
he had ſaid, be ſure you look, nay 
long tor itz tor 1t you mille of this, 
you have ſome realon to. doubt the 
Truth of your Calizz. All which 
places, with many more to the lame 
purpoſe, how any can reconcule to an 
Aﬀc&ing of Temporall Greatneſle, 
let them re{olve who love a Secure, 
an Eatie, a Spectous, a Prolperous 
Religion, iuch an one as Chrilt 
ever came to teach. nor any of 
his Followers ciec to eſtablith, 

Ov, lt 1s very true, what (ome, 
with a littic too wuch gultand relith | 
ot woridiy-m.ndecnels,allecge, I hat 

every 
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every true Chriſtian is heir of a King- 
dom, and ought to live 1n expectation 
of tuch Glory and Greatnels,as what- 
ever the world hath, can but imper- 
tectly thacow out: With this our 
Saviour doth buoy up, aad revive the 
taking (pirics of his Dilciples : Be of 
goed comfort, {auch he, for t i your 
Fathers good pleaſure to give you 4 
Kingdom : 1c1s this we pray tor, this 
we are to bein areadinels tor daily, 

Anſw. Pur yet it 1s as true too, 
that, ſo lung as we live here, this 1s 
a Kingdom in expectation onely 
Flethnor Blood, neither (hall nor can 
!aberit it, As we muſt firſt put off 
Mortality, betore we can put on E- 
ternal Lite ; ſo we muſt pur off earth 
and earthly - mindedne(s, before we can 
exnect any ſharein that bleſſed Inhe- 
ritance. 

There are, amonglt many other, 
two very remarkable Places tO clear 
this: The one 1s our Saviours aniwer 
to Peter, upon his Ditcourte with the 
young man ; For our Saviour having 
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pronounced (o ſevere, and vet ſo per- 
emptory a Joom againſt rich men, as 
that a rich man conld ſcarcely be ſaved 
he repeats it again, and makes it to be 
alcogether as great a Moral Impoſſ- 


bility, tor a man that is clogged with 
Wealth, and loaded with worlely 


Cares, to enter into th Kingdom of 


Heaven, (that 769m uy i'r, the nar* 
rowed, priſſed, and ſtreightned way) 
:5 it would be a natural uwpolſihility 
tor a Camel to go throuzh the eye of 4 
needle, Upon this we finde the Di- 
{ciples were exceedingly amazed, not 
onely as miſhng of their hopes, bur 
!1kewiſe as being conſcious to them- 
{elves, that though they were not , 
yet they &:d all defire to be rich; 
whereupon Peter, inthe name of the 
iſt, replies, Behold, we have left all 
and followed thee, what ſhall we have 
therefore ? As if he had ſaid, Shall 
we vencure to loole all, and yet be 
{0 great loters by the bargain, as to be 
altogether unprovide] of a recom- 
pence ? Our Saviour theretore to quit 
them, 


ll. 
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them, an1to take them off from ſuch 
ſenſual defires, which he ſaw poſlel(- 
ſed them : Yerily,{aith heyye that have 


followed me, in the regener ation, when 


the Son of man ſits upon hu Throne of 
Glory , ſhall ſit upon twelve Thrones, 
judging the twelve Tribes of Iſratl : 
Ia which words our Saviour +doth 
promiſe them a great and a glorious 
reward, viz, to be Kings and Judges 
wich himlelt, but yer defers the frui- 
tion of It, until the any ſaco'n, i. The 
reſtawration of all things, when nei- 
cher Morcality nor Miſery ſhall be any 
more, but every thing thall be reſto- 
red unto that Primitive Integrity and 
Luſtre, wherein they were at firſt cre- 
ated. 

'The other place which manifeſts 


the neture of Chriſts Kingdom , is Manh.:0, 


that Anſwer which our Saviour re- 
turned to the Mother of Zebedees 
Children, who, it ſeems, miſtakin 
the true notion of it, and fixing her 
choughts upon an earthly Empire, pe- 
titioned our Sayiour tor her two ſons, 
D 3 That 
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That the one might ſit at his right 
hand, ard the other at hu left, when he 
came into his Kingdom, i. when he had 
taken poſlefſon of the Throne, and 
was inveſted with the Realm of F«- 
dea, the humbly begged, that then 
he wculd be pleaſed to look tayor- 
ably upon her two ſons, to make 
them the Granaces and Minions of his 
Court ; that they, under him, might 
enjoy the oreateſt Power and Privi- 
ledges: }ut our Saviour , to take 
them off from ſuch houghty Aims, 
preſently puts them in minye of Suf - 


fering, 3s a thing much more ſuited 


to a Chriſtians COmPLeX10N 3 and leſt 
the other Diſciples ſhoulc be infected 
with the lame celires, he doth for e- * 
ver ſtrive to ſupprets them, as paſſh- 
ons much more fic tor Heathen, 
then Chriſtian tempers : Te know, 
taith he, that the Princes of the Gen- 
til:s do exerciſe dominion over them, 
and thoſe that arc great, do exerciſe au- 
thortty upon them: But it ſhall not be 
ſo amoneſt you: As 1t he had faid, 

The 
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The Heathen indeed, who have no 0- 
ther hope, do place a!l their Heaven 
upon Earth ; they make Fame their 
[mmortality, and Power their Para- 
dilez and theretore never reſt fatiſ- 
hed, until they can exerciſe an abſo- 
Jute and an Arbitrary Dominion 0- 
ver their enflaved Subjects. But you, 
who are my Diſciples, and called by 
my Name, who have 2 certainty of tu- 
ture Enjoyments,unto whom a i£ing- 
dom of aclein diff-tent n{ture 1s re- 
ſerved; you ought not to be like 
them, bur rather ſtrive in humility to 
excell each other : Wherein our Savi- 
our clearly intimates, that it coth fo 
lictle become a Saixt to rule, that he 
1s Certainly not 2 $.4:77 who doth am- 
bition it : For how can he rationally 
expect a Kingdom hereatter , who 
hath outed himſeit of his Plea, by 
putting in tor a Kingdom here? which 
isnothing elſe, but to antedate the 
e#& of Gods promilez or rather 
with Dz:ves,to receive our good things 
in this lite, and to rake up with Tem- 
D 3 poral * 
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poral Joys, when we ſhould patient - 
ly have waited for Eternal. 

Thirdly, This appears farther, from 
the manner how Chriſtian Religion 
was propazated in the World; which, 
as it is a Religion that doth moſt pre- 
ciſely forbid compulſion and vio- 
lence, (ſo it was not planted by it. 
Our Saviour himſelt chat caught it, 
was 4s 4 Lamb that opened not hs 
mouth, but turned his cheek to the ſmi- 
ter, and hu back tothe rod of the wic- 
ked: The Apoſtles, his tollowers, 
were accounted the icum and off- 
icouring of the world, i, the vileſt of 
men, and thereupon were diſgraced, 
perſecuted, rormented: And all this 
taey ({uffered without the return, ſo 
much as ot contumelious Language ; 
how much leſs do we finde tnem tel- 
ling the world, that they ought ro 
bear Dominion over them: Yer. by 
theſc Arts alone, they did at firſt 
Preach, ;and atterwards promote the 
Goſpel to the converſion of thou- 
jands. And this, by the way, with- 

QOUurc 
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- out any further Argument, will ſerve 
to evidence the Divine Original of 
Chriſtianity, in that notwithſtanoing 
all theſe ciſadvantages, the leaſt of 
which, in ail humane probality, was 
enough ro have ſtifled and ſupprefied 
itinthe Womb; yet, inipite of all, 
it rook root and proſpered; which 
could not poſſibly have come to pals, 
without the conduct and afhiltince of 
an Almic hty Power. 

But had our S2vtour lent a Religi- 
on into the World,wich woula have 
excited mens ambition, an4q fired our 
Leal to the ruine 2nd extirpation of 
it's Oppoſers : futd hoc exctmium * 
What excellence thould there have 
been in Chriſtian Rel:gion, more then 
in other Religions ? tor do not even 
the Publicans che tame ? Is not this 
the common metho4 of all PGlitica 
Combinations , rather then Religt- 
ons inthe \World, to rite by the ru- 
ine of (uch as oppole thzm ? Bur our 


S2viour took not this covurte : [f,taich lon 18. 


he, my kinzdom w:re of this world, :-. 
D 4 then 
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then would my ſervants fight ? intima- 
ting, that to make way tor Religion 
by torce, to lay down a Principle, 
which muſt needs imbroil the World 
in Blood and Contulion, 1s not Reli- 
gion, but Rapine z a Sacrilegious de- 
ſign,to makeChriſtianity, & the ſtrict 
Proteſlors of 1 ir, odious: For who 
will not {u{pect che truth of that Re- 
I'g:0n, which &elpairing of its own 
Excellence, and hopeleis of a better 
reward, eggs on its followers to take 
up with Worlily Honor? anq under 
the notion ot Sanctity, leaves the 
Throne expoled to the Invalion of 
every Hypocritical Pretender : At 
in initio nou fuit (ic * Our Saviour 
raught us notuch Doctrinz, nor did 
his Apoſtles leave us ſuch 2 pattern. 
T heretore, 

Laſtly, That Saintithip gives no 
right co Civil Empires appears from 
rne practice ot the Apoſtles,and other 
Proteflors of Chriſtianity in the Pu- 
reſt and moſt Primitive Times. Pre- 
ſcatly afrer our Saviours Aicenſton, 
when 
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When by Peters Miniſtry ſv many 
thouſands were converted; we doe 
not finde him Preaching them into 
a Tumulr, or raiſing a Party a- 
mong the People, upon the {core of 
our Saviours being a Temporall 
Prince, to whom all men were to 
pay their Civill Allegeance, bur he 
onely bids them, Repent and be con- ,q 
verted, that their (ins might be blot= 29. 
ted out : And ſuch Doctrine as this 
migat be Preached, withour any 1m- 
peachment to Ceſars Power. 
Again, when the chief Prieſts and 
Rulers did forbid the Apoltles to 
Preach in the Name of Chriſt ; as 
being madded with envy, that one 
whom they had lately ſo ignomint- 
ouſly Crucified, ſhould yer finde fo 
much reputamion among his Follow - 
ers: The Apoſtles, upon this, doe 
not combine to {ſtrengthen them- 
telves, and, under p:ietence of ſet- 
ting up Chriſts Kinzdom , make a 
commotion in tae Stace, bur they 
pre- 
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._ preſently fell ro their Pravers, Now 
' Lord, ſ:y they, behold 19ir threat- 


nins, and grant unio thy ſervants, 
that with all boldneſs they may [peat 
thy Word, They oneiy beg cou- 
rage t9 ipeak, and patience to ſuffer, 
and 25 tor promoting Chriſts Throne 
in any other fenle, they {eem 2ltoge- 
ther ſecure and carzle(s. 

As the Apoltles, to did their Pro- 
ſelyres behave themlelves, fo tarre 
from aiming at oreatneile, or from 
leeking to "improve their Conver- 
tion to the oppreſſion of others; 
ſo tarre trom depriving otliers of 
their Poſlethons, becaule they were 
ungodly, that they ſold their own, 
3nd therein literally fulfilled char 
command of our Saviour , of Sel 
all and follow me; which the Pro- 
tcflors of our Timmss , are to farre 
trom pract {1n2g, that they are rather 
apt ro co the clean contrary, 

We reade indeed, that when the 


Chriſtians tacreatec, there was an | 


Accu- 
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Acculation forged againſt them, as 
it they were Men , who wad the 


Acts 17, 6, 


World upſide down, who atted con- - 


” to the Decrees of Cala, ſay- 
ne, There is another King, one Fe- 
Pins Aad Paul 15s by Tertullus ex- 
prefly called aww, a wery Peſt, 1. 
a Turbulent, Unquiet Spirited man, 
and a Raiſer of Sedition ; which Ca- 
lumny, how falſe and ungrounded :t 
was, Paxl thews at large 1n his A- 
pology, by averring to their faces, 
that they could not prove the things 
which they had allcaged againſt him. 
And afterwards, he is fully acquit= 
ted by Feſtus the Roman Deputy : 
They, ſayes he to Agrippa, brought 
againlf him no Accuſation of ſuch 
things as 1 ſuppoſed, 1. of Treatun, 
of Sedition \-, : rk of Preach- 
ing Dilovedience, or non- payment 
of Tribute tO Ceſar : for ſuch crimes 
as thele, were properly under the 
Governors Cognizancez anu none 


of theſe, it ſeems, were ſo much 
as 


ACt 24. 


ver. I3. 


Act. 25.8, 
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as imputed unto Paul : whereas had 
he ſo Preached up Chriſt, as to af- 
firm that Jelus was not onely 2 King, 
but that whoever dd not. {ubmit to 
him , ought immediztely to be 
put Out Of Office; whereby there 
would never be (uch a Crime as 
Treaſon, if Religion were once 
made the prerence to juſtifie it . Had 
this, Ifay, been Paul's Doctrine, I 
ſuppole Fe/tzzs neither would, nor 
curſt have been to tavorable in his 
Cenlure. 

And to put the matter out of 
queſtion on that Apoſtles part, 
though none was more zealous then 
he, for the aivancing of Chrilts 
Kingdom 1n the right «ſenſe; yet 
none was more ftr:& and tevere in 
the enjoyming of Obedience unto a!l 
| Powers over rs, of what Religion 
ſoever; unlcfle we think men can 
ve worle then Nero and Calrenls 
were, who Raigned abour his time. 


And the Apoſtle gives a reafon for 


It, 
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it, which will hold true inall Ages, 

wiz. beciule, Authority is from God, Romet3e 
Power , by what Arts loever 1t 1s 
gained , and by what perſons ſoe- 
ver It 1s exercifed , yet when 1t 1s 
once acknowledge: 2nd {worn too , 
itis co be looked upon by us, as no- 
thing eilſe but a Ray ot Gods So. 
veraignty, and theretore to be 2c. 
counted Sacred. Nor can any pre- 
rence of zeal, or mask oft Religion, 
juitifie Rebellion more now then 
heretofore : bur the more piety ap- 
pears to dilguile it, the more mon- 
ſtrous 1t 1s - Stance in effect it onely 
ſetz up Chriſt againit himtielt, and 
makes his Kingdom what he would 
ngt have it to be, a k:ngdome of this 
World. 

;The very fame command, and to 
the ſame purpole is enforced by 
Peter, That they might by thety obe- 
bedtence and mcekne{ſe, put to ſilence \ 
the ignorance of fooliſh men, who 
cenſured them as evil dorers: The 
Word in the Original is kewav's, the 

very 
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very ſame which was charged upon 
our Saviour, and it ſignifies in the 
Helleniſtical Phrale , State- Incenat « 
aries , incompatible with Civill Go- 
wvernment,and the like; which would 
have proved a very. true and up- 
righe cenſure, in cale the Chriſtians 
ot thoſe Times, had ſo ownzd Chriſt 
tor their K:22z, 25, upon his account, 
ro withdraw their ob=dience from 
their Civil Soveratgns., The more 
apt therefore profane men were to 
m:{-interpret the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
the more caretull that Apoſtle would 
have Proftetfſors to be,not to givgany 
ſuch occaſion of offence. 

Suitable ro the Doctrine of theſe 
two great Apoltics, was the pra» 
&ice ot the Primitive Chriſtians , 
down from our S:viours, till Jong 
after Conſtant:n.'s time, as I could 
ealily prove out of the moſt An- 
cient Records, * but that we live :n 
an Age, whew ſuch kinde of Learn- 


ing is, by thoſe who leaſt under- | 


\{tand 


I. 
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ſtand it, accounted lirtle lefle then 
maunelle ; and that we may know 
which way the World is going, Ig- 
norance begins once more to be the 
Mother of Devotion. 

I thz1l cheretore draw to acloſle, tor 
{uch as Scripture will not iztishe, I 
do not intend co contute by humane 
Teſtimony, which 1s not onely tallt- 
ble, but for the mott part falſe: And 
I with all char are ar leature to peruſe 
this thort Treacile, would make chis 
ule of it, as tolook after the Spirir, 
rather then the Splendor of Chriſti- 
anity : For it is evident to all, that 
know any thing of Church Story, 
that ſo much as our Religion 2th gur 
in Pomp, it always loſt in Purity. 

Thote who are (ti1] doting upon 
Chuiſts temporal Reign, in which 
they hope to have cheir hare x me- 
thiaks che very ambition of 1uch de- 
ſires, ſhould convince them that they 
are not Chriſtin; bur it they are 
ſo far gone in their Error, as to think 
nothing unlawtul,to they may in their 

len(e 
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ſenſe ſet up Chriſt, I heartily wiſh 
them to confider, whileſt they go a- 
bout ſuch enterprizes, 1. Whole bu- | 
ſinels they do not. 2. Whoſe bufſt- 
nels they doe. 

1. Firſt, Let them contfider whole 
buſineſle they doe not; for, let them 
pretend what they w:!}, they doe not 
the buſineſſe of Cluiit, {1nce he hath 
abſolutely torbidit; and he will not 
thank us tor exaiting his Honor the 
wrong way : Quris requiſivit hec ? 
was Gods ex; oftulation with the 
Jews, when they brought him Sacri. 
fices, which he himſelt had comman- 
ded, becauſe they offered them not in | 
a right manner. How much more 
will our Saviour by theſe worags, re- 
prove all thoſe, who tor his ſake, ven- 
rure upon actions which he at his 
death diiclaimed? The queſtion at the 
laſt day will not be, how many wic- 
ked we have killed , but how many 
we haveconverted? Nor, how many 
we have deſtroyed for their unbeliet, | 
but how many we have turned from 

il? 
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it : Weſhall not be asked, what Ho- 
nors and Preferments we have got by 
the Goſpel, bur what we have left ro 
tollowit: And don't let any think ,as 
{omeargue, that God hath allowed a 
diſpenſation for theſe laſt times, for 
times, and men, may alter, but the na- 
ture of things can never alter : Since 
the world is as inticing, and the Do- 
Arine of the Goſpel as ſevere as ſelf- 
denying,now as ever:{o that ro recou- 
cile theſe two together,viz. the pride 
of Lite, with the Purity of Farth, I 
think no man can, I am ſure no Chri- 
ſtian ought to doe. 

Secondly, As they who are otherwiſe 

minded,donot the buſineſs of Chriſt, 
{0 let them conſider whoſe buſineſfle 
they do. To underſtand which, we 
mult rake notice there arein Scripture 
recorded, two great Pretenders unto 
temporal Soveraiguty, Satay and 4 - 
trohriſt. 

Firſt, Satan : we finde him directly 
claiming the glory ot the world as tus 
own: Behila, ſaith he to our Savior 

E 
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Luke 4.6. af this power will 1 grve thee, and the 
glory of theme; for that is delivered un- 
to me, and to whomſoever I will, I give '(' 
it : Which confident ſpeech of tus,as 
our Saviour doth not contute, ſo, by 
- Jin 16, Calling him atter,zhe Goa and Prince of 
this world, he (eerns to own it for a |. 

truth. And indeed, if we conſider the 

manner, how ; the Arts,by which the 
Kingdoms of the world are got and 
governed , we ſhail not much doubt 

of Satans veracity : Since Fraud and 

force, arethoſe two Pillars, upon we! 

almoſt all Empire is founded ; and the 

great Maximcin State Policy, 1s that 

thing which God moſt abhors, wiz. 
Hypocrifte and D:fimulation.So that 

we need not much queſtion, but as the 

Ja:11.:5. [dom or policy, lo likewife the power 
of the world, 15 not onely earthly and | 

ſenſual, but likewiſe awporoS, Devel- 

z/h.and ſo much the more Deviliſh, the 

more Religton1s preteded to procure 

it, for Satan never mpre acts has part, 

hen who he becoms an angel of lagbr. | 

Secondly , Another pretence to 

worldly 
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*{* there are fo many Marks and Chara- 


. having difcourſed, that whatever is 17 
the canis. whether the luſt of the fl:jh, » Jon 
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worldly power diſcovered unto us in 
Scripture, is CM xtichriſt, of whom 


Rers given us,that it is no hard matter 
ro know where his ſpirit works : Of 
him the Apoſtle Tohn (peaks, when 


i. Pleaſure, or the laſt of the eyes, i.Pro. 


fie; or the pride of life,1. Honor ,it was 
not of the Father, but of the world , ht 
preſently eels them that Antichriſt 
was then beginning, intimating, that 
when ever he came to appear more 
manifeſtly, be would be very no- 
rorious andremarkable for the letting 
up thoſe three, which are, as one calls 
them, The worlds T rintty: "And this he 
would do, not in to open and bare- 
faced 4 manner as Satan betore him, 
but under the diſguiſe 2nd mask of Pi- 
ety , for thus it 1s (aid inthe defcrt- 
ptton of him, which all (1des agree to 
be meant of Azt:chrift, that he had Rv.13.11 
horns like a la nb but he ({pake as 4 dra- 
gon,ihe pretented meexne(s, but pra- 
E 2 Aiſed 
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Eiſed cruelry ; as appears afterwards, 
in that he is {aid to force his Religion 
upon others, and to make all men re- 
ceive his mark, or quit their means of 
living, And there are two Notes of 
Antichriſt, which will never tail, viz. 
Pride in himſelf, and Perſecution in 
reterence to others, 
Another deſcription we have of him, 
in thor ſtile he aflumes to himlelf.v:z, 
That he exalteth himſelf above all that 
65 called Ged,or worſhipped: The mean- 
ing is, that he challenges authority and 
pre- eminence above all Kings and 
Emperors : For Kings, in Scripture, 
arecalled Gods; and £+$2z2w-(which we 
render, that is worſhipped) is that name 
in Greek, which f12nifies Majeſty in 
Engliih,and1s the title by which they 
aid exprets the Grandeur of the Ro- 
may Emperors, whom they called Au- 
eufis,and the Greeks £+2a54i. According 
to this aſpiring diſpoittion and nature 
in him, ſo hath he his name of Aanti- 
Chriſt givenhim z for A»7x&-2% may 
either be rendred 47 pro,or vice Chrt- 


fit, 
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ft, that is, one who places himſelf in 
Chriſts ſtead, and behaves himſelf as 
his Vicar and Deputy : Or elſe v7 may 
fignifie contra Chriſtum, one that op - 
poles 2nd ſers himtelf againſt Chriſt, 
z. not againſt his Perſon (tor that he 
would get nothing by) but againſt the 
principal parts of Chriſts Dodrine 
and Worthip, one that puts Chriſtia- 
nity upon anew bottom, that inverts 
the deſign of it, and makes it, inſtead 
of being a ſelf - denying. the moſt (elf- 
{ſeeking Religioa i in the World. 

How near this Doctrine of making 
Chriſts Kingdom an Earthly Monar- 
chy, comes to the nature 0: Anti- 
Chriſt ; nay,is indeed that very ladder 
by which that 2a, of ſin either alrea- 
dy hath, or herezfrer will a{cend the 
Throne,is too apparent : For it Antt« 
Chriſt be come, as who cin now 
doubt of it ? (fince the Avoſt's Paul 
tells us,that in the latter time he nceds 
muſt come ; and the Apoſtle Fohn 1n- 
forms us, that the latter time beran in 
| hts 2ze)then we haveno Character ieft 
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to deſcry him by,if this be not it, viz, 
his mixing the Chriſtian with the ſe- 
calar Incereſt ; his making Piety a 
Pandar to Policy » Fuis advanci 
Chriſt in ſhew, that thereby indeedhe 
may advance tumſelt; his centring god- 
lines and greatneſs in the ſame Per- 
ſons; and ruling over the world as the 
Deputy of Chriſt : Which kinde of 
Doctrine whoever attempts to vent, 


let his zeal be never fo fierce, and his} 


pretences never fo pious, he doth no- 
thing but prepare the way for Anti- 
crit, whole coming will not be like 
our Saviours,low!'y and meek but with 
pomp and triumph. He doth not le- 

vel the ways an ſupprets ambition, 


but {well it higher , uniil he fiaks | 


cown Religion under the weight of 
worldly Honor. 

Betore therefere I doe conclude this 
Diſcourſe, Ith1ll rake leave, 

1. To bewatl inany of my deluded 
Brechren, who have a zeal, but (o lit - 
tle, according to knowledge,that even 
then when they moſt fiercely —_— 

ntt- 
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Antichriſt ,* they onely do his work, and 
while they proceed upon falſe Prinaples, juſt 
draw a Circie, in which, the more they labor 
togo from the point they hxed onat tirſt, the 
nearer they craw unto It, 

2. | muſt lament che great (tupor and in- 
ſenſibility of che Preache:s of the Goſpel in 
our days, who c:n be ſo carelels in times of ſo 
eminent danger: And thongh others may per- 
haps plead ſomething in their own excule, yet 
- how can they 2nſwer it, who ſcrupled at Ce- 
remonics (which were declared, and every One 
knows to be, in their own nature, indifferent) 
and yet are ſilent under a Princi ole which will 
certainly bring them back, ina tar other man- 
ner then they v were at arlt impoſed; ? hal thoſe 
who were affrighted at the th1dow of a Lyon, 
not tremble to hear him roaring ? what tolly 
is it to flee from the tail of the Dragon, and 
yet not be atraid when we perceive his ſting ? 
Let us not be miſtaken, it is not the garb of 
dreſs of Ceremomes, 1t is not this or that 
form of Wor thip, whica preſently makes if 
Antichriſtian, bur 'it is the challenging a pow- 
er to impoſe them upon others . So that 
without fixing the nome 0! 4:11:94} upon 


any 


woe el wo 
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. any party of men, which makes the Contro- 
. ver(ie conjectural onely,and moſt commonly 
uncharitable z -this I (ball be bold ro affirm, 
that to umpole by torce any form of Wor- 
ſhip, and thereby deny otkers that liberty of 
choice, which, whilſt we impoſe, we aſſume to 
pur ſelves : Todetermine the indifferency of | 
things, and, in reterence to Religiousends,to 
make that neceſ{ary,which by nature was made,and 
God hath leit free : And above all. to make Chriſt 
a temporal Prince, and under the notion of advan- 
cins him>to exalt our ſelves,and Lord it over others; 
this is nothing elſe bur the ſpirit ot Antichriſt, ſince 
ſuch Doctrine'as this, is no way contained in our Sa- 
viours Goſpel. 

1 thall ſpeak our and end ; I earneſtly pray, that 
that excellent Principle, I mean, Liberty of conſcience, 
which firſt led us out of Popery, due not by our 
too wanton abule of it, lead us back again into it. 
This 1 am ſure of, that for men firſt to ca!l them- 
ſelves, The Goaly, (a thie which Pax!, after all his 
Revelations, did not fo boldly afſume)and then-up- 
on that ſcore, to make theniſelves our Governors, 
is without any itreining the road thither , for we 
know who it ts, that by tuch Arts,hath gor no {mall 
Dominion 1n the world:and where ever {uch Tenets 
prevail, they are onely fore-runners of Antichrilts 
Temporal recin: and fo far as he can ſuppreſs it, of 
- *Chrittian:ties ruine. 
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